
THE ISLAMIC SHARIA LAW 

How do US sources frame their articles about 
women’s attire seen on television differently 

than international sources do? 

US sources tend to 
stray away from the 
religious concepts 
and add political 
references within the 
article.  

US 
SOURCES International sources 

focus mainly on the 
religious aspects 
when discussing the 
stories. 

International 
Sources 

I analyzed various sources of  three stories that relate to 
women’s images in the media, specifically their attire. 

Let’s look into it… 



THE STORIES THAT MADE THE NEWS 

Michelle Obama Sania Mirza Ermia Va Majid 

Michelle Obama 

•  Iran’s news 
agency 
photoshopped 
Michelle 
Obama’s dress 
at the Oscars 
to conform to 
restrictions on 
images of  
female body in 
the media. 

Ermia Va Majid 

•  The Iranian 
singer who 
won the 
Iranian version 
of  X-Factor is 
criticized for 
breaking the 
sharia law by 
singing, 
especially 
while wearing 
a hijab. 

Sania Mirza 

•  India’s tennis 
star dresses like 
any other 
tennis sports 
star but many 
Muslims and 
Islamist groups 
do not 
condone it. 



THE ANALYSIS 

US Sources 

US sources do not mention sharia law or use religious 
terms in the article. Instead, they refer to “guidelines.” 
For example, in the US edition of  the Huffington Post, 

Michelle Obama’s dress was altered “to fit the country’s 
guidelines for showing images of  women in the media.” 

The titles of  the articles include informative titles that 
do not have religious connotation nor are they 

subjective, such as “Michelle Obama’s image altered by 
Iranian news agency” (ABC). 

US sources add political references in the article, like  
“separation of  church and state” (Fox News) or 
political stances such as “supporting premarital 

sex” (Patheos). 

International Sources 

6 of  the international sources refer to the sharia law 
within the article and discuss the specific rules women 

must comply with. For example, in The Guardian states 
that women shown on television are required to cover 

their hair, arms, and legs with a hijab.  

The title of  the articles include a religious reference like 
“bad hijab” or they include phrases such as “too 

revealing” or “too sexy,” such as “Bad hijab: Iran’s 
conservatives hit out at ballsy talent show 

star” (Albawaba). 

The main focus is on discussing the religious laws, 
rules, and restrictions. “Bad hijab is defined as 

uncovered head, showing make-up, uncovered arms 
and legs…improper modes of  body movement or 

talking” (Al Arabiya). 

Similarity: All 12 articles analyzed include pictures of  the women and their attire.    

These are some of  the patterns I observed: 

Why might these sources present the coverage the way they do? 



THE REASONS 

It is logical that both US and international sources use pictures in their articles since the topic deals 
with women’s images in the media. The visual images also add to the depth of  the issue and 

remind us why this is an important topic for the media to address. It is a crucial and perhaps, quite 
controversial subject not solely in the places where the stories take place but all over the world. 

US Sources 

They do not mention sharia law 
because they may not believe 
that it should be applied. The 

words they use instead are 
general. 

The titles are rather objective to 
attract readers who want the 
information, the news. They 
want the articles to appeal to 

those with different opinions on 
the subject and also to those 

without. 

The political references indicate 
that this topic is a political issue 

in the US. In fact, sharia law 
has entered into court decisions 

that are in conflict with the 
Constitution and state public 
policy (for example, marriage 

laws). 

International Sources 

Referring to sharia law 
specifically along with the rules 

that women should comply 
with indicate that the main 

problem involves religion and 
not abiding by these religious 

codes. 

The titles include religious 
references to signify the 

importance of  religion in the 
story and to stress the 

significance of  the role religion 
has in a woman’s attire.  

They mainly use religious 
references to tell the story and to 
discuss the consequences of  not 
following the religious law. This 

tactic will attract readers who feel 
strongly about strictly abiding to 
the laws and also those who are 
unaware of  the rules since the 

author explains them. 



SUMMARY 

US coverage of  women’s attire in the media 
ultimately tends to stray away from religion. 
It adds some political references to indicate 

that there are issues surrounding the 
governance of  the sharia law in the US. The 
language used in the US sources imply that 
there are people who believe that the sharia 
law should not apply in the US. “Sadly, in 
the Islamic world, a woman’s piety is often 
closely related to her dress code” (Patheos).  

International coverage of  this theme tends to 
discuss the religious concepts and 

implications. By doing so, the coverage 
forces us to think about the role that religion 

plays in the way women are supposed to 
dress on television. Also, these views allow 
us to see that there are people with strong 
opinions on the topic, not only for women 

living in an Islamic society but also 
anywhere else in the world.  

The discussion about the role that sharia law has on 
women’s attire will continue to be controversial because 
of  the different interpretations in different societies and 

cultures of  what is considered to be modest. Some 
sources may choose to diverge from religious references 

to focus on a different aspect, such as politics, while 
some may choose to include religious references to spark 
profound thoughts about the important role that religion 
plays or should play in our lives. Either way, people will 

talk about it. 

Conclusion 
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